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INTRODUCTION
Recently, considerable number of researchers have been focusing on the study of Public Value (Bozeman, 2007; de Graaf and van der Wal, 2010; Meynhardt, 2009; Andersen et al., 2012; Fisher and Grant, 2013; Hartely, 2015) . Public value has become an important construct in the present research on public administration (Esposito and Ricci, 2015) and the concept of public value has been attracting growing interest among public policy makers and managers in all over the world during past ten years or so. The foundation of public value is based on Harvard's Professor Mark Moore's seminal book Creating Public Value (Moore, 1995) in which he stated that fundamental function of public manager is to create public value by satisfying individual and collecting desires of public. The concept was further developed by the Work Foundation (Blaug et al., 2006) at Warwick University (Benington and Moore, 2011) in UK context (Kelly et al., 2002) and for developing countries (Karunasena and Deng, 2012) . Academic community has also started discussion on the concept of public value (Stoker, 2006; Bozeman, 2007; Benington, 2009; Fisher and Grant, 2013; Dahl and Soss, 2014; Esposito and Ricci, 2015) .
Some governments and academician adopted the concept of public value and do efforts to develop an alternative model of governance in response to the traditional bureaucracy and new public management. Public value management is based on the democratic processes to explain the true spirit of public action and combat against the failures of the public sector. The followers of public value not only focus on efficiency and to achieve goal but also emphasize to fulfill the expectations of society. The goal of public value model is to make up for the failure of new public management to take into account citizens' preferences (Colon and Guerin-Schneider, 2015) .
The concept of public value is significant for public sector administrators because it is an important topic in public administration and policy (Jørgensen and Bozeman, 2007, p. 355) . Public value is a philosophy of public management in which public managers should think and act strategically to create public value and success is drawn from initiating and reshaping public sector enterprises in ways that increase their value to the public (Staples, 2010) .
The basic principle of public value is to guide the operations of public organization to achieve its fundamental goal of creating value for citizens through delivery of quality public services (Moore, 1995; Try and Radnor, 2007; Meynhardt, 2009) . It is the target of all public and private sectors of the economy to show their contribution in creating and enhancing the value for their stake holders. Under the private sector, their goal is quite obvious that they have to generate profit in order to create private value. The goal of public sector organizations is to create public value just like the goal of private sector is to create private value. Contribution of public sector organization for the well-being of society and nation in the field of economic, social and environmental sector is considered as public value (Try and Radnor, 2007) .
Public value has the capacity to examine the performance of public services from the citizen's point of view and due to this quality of public value, this concept is becoming very popular in the developed and even in developing countries to evaluate the performance of public services (Kelly et al., 2002; Benington, 2009; Alford and O'Flynn, 2009 ). Public value is used to measures the total impact of government activities to create values for its citizens (Kelly et al., 2002; Alford and O'Flynn, 2009 ). This concept is very helpful for governments to develop good relationship with citizens to improve policy decisions (Kelly et al., 2002) . The future of public administration is based on the public value So this study do a systematic review of public value to draw a clear picture about public value in the eyes of researchers and practitioners.
REVIEW METHODOLOGY
This study reviews the literature on public value from Scopus indexed journals. The key word public value was searched in from the title of Scopus indexed journals and found that there were 471 articles were published on the topic of public value in Scopus indexed journals from 1995 to 2018.
Statistics revealed that after articulated the public value in 1995, researchers did not give significant attention towards the topic of public value but from 2008 and onward researchers focus has been changed and give emphasis towards public value. In 2008, 10 articles were published in Scopus indexed journals on the topic of public value and this number were almost three times in next year i.e. in 2009 there were 29 articles on public value. The number of publication was increasing gradually and reached at 54 in 2014. In 2018, till September, there were 39 articles were published in Scopus indexed journals on this topic. Table 1 shows the number of papers published in each year. Table 2 shows the name of journals that published articles on the topic of public value. Data in Table 2 describe that most of the papers were published in renowned public administration related research journals. International Journal of Public Administration gave maximum space to public value related articles and published 27 research articles on public value from 1995 to 2018. The second highest number of articles was published in Public Administration Review and this journal published 18 articles on the topic from 1995 to 2018. Similarly, Studies in Public and Non-Profit Governance published 16 articles. 13 research articles were published in each of the American Review of Public Administration, Australian Journal of Public Administration, Public Administration, Public Management Review and Public Money and Management. These all journals are well reputed and high impact factor journals that show the importance of the topic of public value in the eyes of research community. Although researchers from all over the world gave emphasis on the topic of public value but we can clearly distinguish that most of the research was done on public value in developed countries. The maximum articles on public value were published from USA and these are 122 articles. The second highest researchers are belong to UK and that are 62. Researchers from Australia and Netherland also do a significant contribution on the research of public value and published 50 and 45 articles on public value respectively. From ASIA countries, China and South Korea contributed in research of public value by publishing 7 articles each. The other Asian countries included Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan published 4, 3 and 3 research articles on public value respectively. Table 3 shows the number of research articles were published from each country during 1995 to 2018. It is revealed from Table 3 that most of the author belongs to USA who does work on public value. Figure 1 shows that collaborative work of USA authors with the researchers of other countries. It is evident from the data that researchers of USA collaborate with the researchers of UK, Netherland, Australia, Italy, Spain, Denmark and many more. This diversification of co-authors shows the importance of public value research.
3 Table 4 describes the number of papers published by each author on the topic of public value. Researchers from all over the world are working on public value and many universities are encouraging their researchers to do their research on public value. Till date the most prominent work on public value is done by the Delft University of Technology, Netherland. There were 19 research papers were published on the topic of public value by the researchers who have affiliation with Delft University of Technology, Netherland. Second highest publications by the researchers are from the Utrecht University, Netherland. This university has 15 research papers on its credit on the topic of public value. Researchers from Arizona State University, USA has also published 13 research papers and at the 3rd highest publication on public value. University of Copenhagen, Denmark also published 9 research articles on the topic of public value. University of Manchester, Virje University, Amsterdam, University of Melbourne and The University of Georgia published 8 research papers each on the topic of public value. Figure 2 demonstrate the name of university and no of published by this university on the topic of public value. Table 5 demonstrates the most cited articles on public value. The research on Public value is for the betterment of society so, it is considered as asocial science subject but it is also related with other fields of studies and subject areas. Many researchers from different field take the concept of public value and use it in their research for the wellbeing of mankind. Figure 3 shows that almost half of the work on public value is done by the social scientists and it is around 48% of total work on public value. The second largest portion of research on public value is done by the business management field and it is around 24%. Computer Scientists also do their research on public value and their contribution is around 5.8%. This field is not confined to social science and business management but engineers and psychologist also contribute their ideas in this field. 4.2% research on public value is related to environment that reflects that this research also address the hot issue of global warming and pollution and contribute for sustainable environment. 
CONCLUSION
This study reviewed 413 research articles on public value published from 1995 to 2018 and revealed that most of the work on public value is done in developed countries like USA and European countries.
Underdeveloped countries are far behind in the research of public value. Some developing countries have started focusing on importance of public value like Malaysia and Srilanka. From ASIA countries only Singapore, Malaysia, China and Srilankan researcher give attention towards public value research. Africa is far behind in the research of public value and no significant research was found from this region.
This article analyzed the research on public value according to the publication year, source journals, and country of research, Authors names, researcher's affiliation, subject area and collaboration with researchers of other countries.
From this analysis, some important research opportunities for the future researchers were identified. There is room for researchers from developing and underdeveloped countries to focus on public value research for the betterment of their public sector.
